Propionate metabolism in fetal livers of 15 to 19 weeks' gestation.
Extracts of hepatic tissue obtained from saline-induced abortuses were analyzed for methylmalonyl CoA carbonylmutase (MM) and propionyl CoA carboxylase (PC) activity. MM activity was similar to control values, which suggests that abortion material may be used to confirm the prenatal diagnosis of methylmalonic acidemia. Confirmation of a presumptive propionic acidemia diagnosis is more tenuous due to the instability of PC and the possibility that saline may induce PC activity.